
Would you like to do something special in honor or memory of your mother or father or someone meaningful in your life?  If so, 

you can make a donation to the Lord’s Pantry and we will send a certificate saying that a donation has been made in their name, 

from you. Just fill out the form below and mail to the Pantry or call us at 610-873-1149 

Your Information                                                                                Recipient's Information 

Name:                                                                      Name: 

Mailing Address:                                                     Mailing Address: 

 

Phone:                                                                               Circle one: In Memory of              In Honor of 

How would you like the card to be signed? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your tax deductible donation! 

    ____$25    ____$50    ____$75   ____$100    ____$200      ____$500   Other $_____ 

*Please cut this coupon out and send your donation to: 

 Lord’s Pantry, 141 East Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335  

To contribute by credit card, please check our website for further information. 

We are a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 

Phone: 610-873-1149 

Fax:610-873-4711 

Serving the emergency food needs of 

Downingtown, Exton and Lionville  

 residents. 

Email: LordsPantry@verizon.net 

 

Website:  

www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org 

141 East Lancaster Ave.  

Downingtown, PA 19335 

Hours of Operation:  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  

10:00 a.m. –12:30 p.m.  

Thursday 6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
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A Special Mother’s Day or Father’s Day 

Generosity and compassion in Downingtown 

reached new heights during this past holiday   

season!  We were blessed with donations   

plentiful enough to provide 256 complete    

dinners at Thanksgiving.    In December, it 

was awesome to see the entire Downingtown 

West High School cafeteria filled with over 

5,000 Christmas gifts and dinners for the  

families of our 500 registered children.       

Special thanks to Delaware Valley Childrenôs 

Charities, the Downingtown Girl Scout Service 

Unit, Cephalon and the many churches and 

individuals that participated and contributed 

to the success of this heart-warming program.  

There were many tears of joy as our families 

received these gifts. 

 

We are very proud that the Lordôs Pantry   

has been named as one of the top 50 food and   

shelter nonprofit organizations in the United 

States for 2009 by Great Nonprofits.  This  

recognition has provided us with more        

visibility both from potential clients and     

donors.  The Lordôs Pantry was one of only   

Special Points of Interest: 

Special recognition to 

Jan Leaf,  Charlotte 

Maurer & Marie Merkel,  

three exceptional volun-

teers who were honored 

at our Volunteer     

Luncheon for their        

20 years of  service. 

Now you can follow      

the Lordôs Pantry on      

Facebook!   Stay up to 

date on all the latest 

news by clicking on 

ñBecome a Fanò  on 

our page at:  

www.facebook. com/

lordspantry  

Over 250 families      

received a 4-pack of  

energy-rated light bulbs.  

These bulbs use 75% less 

energy & last 10 times 

longer.  The bulbs were 

donated by a volunteer 

family.  

The Easter Ham Program 

served 250 families this 

year and included bags  

of Easter candy for the 

children.  
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ñSpecialò Deliveries for ñSpecialò Circumstances é 
Previous newsletters have highlighted the growing challenges faced by our clients, as 
many have needed to combine households, go without crucial healthcare, and make do 
without reliable transportation.  As you know, Lordôs Pantry cannot offer transportation 
on a routine basis, but we have been able to deliver ñsenior boxesò and other items to    
elderly and disabled clients.  Some ñSpecialò examples: 

A large family, comprising of 4 generations, the working mother is unexpectedly          
hospitalized reducing the household to a single modest income 

A single mother walks to the Pantry and has limited mobility  

A 90- year-old widow struggles on a pension of $20/month and fears loss of her life-long 
home because of rising taxes 

Vision impaired clients  

Couple with chronic  illnesses, lack health insurance and have no viable transportation 

        These clients express deep gratitude for this special consideration when itôs available. 

                                                                                                                    Debbie & Randy Blough, Volunteers 
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two such organizations in Pennsylvania to  

receive this award. 

 

During 2009, the number of registered families  

needing the services of the Lordôs Pantry 

reached 871.  This total represents a 55%   

increase over the last 3 years.  We are         

fortunate to have the donations to keep up 

with this growing demand. 

 

In February, 100 of our volunteers attended  

our Volunteer Appreciation Event.  We hosted 

a luncheon at Blue Café and a buffet dinner at 

our facility, to thank our many volunteers.   

 

Preparations to help meet the continued     

demand in the summer months are underway.   

Please consider attending our upcoming events 

listed in this newsletter.   As always, we are 

thankful for your continued support of  our 

mission. 

 

Jan Leaf 

Director  



On February 14, 2010, the Lord’s Pantry was the beneficiary of some  

outstanding publicity.  The Philadelphia Inquirer ran a front page article   

in  its Sunday Features section, written by one of its top writers, Ms. Monica Yant Kinney.  Ms. Yant Kinney 

did an outstanding research job including on site visits as well as client, volunteer and leadership interviews 

and  an in-depth review of a great deal of data provided to her and the Inquirer team. 

 

A number of responses to the article called attention to under-served or poorly-coordinated areas surrounding 

Downingtown.  One of the readers made a benefits assistance website available to assist in the new program 

being launched to assist clients in benefits application.  A reader from Georgia has contacted Jan seeking  

some ―consulting‖ assistance on how to better serve clients in that area, and additional similar requests are   

anticipated. 

 

Over $10,000 has been donated so far, with specific reference to the article and its characterization   of the 

Pantry and the fine service provided to those in great need. The Board of Directors is extremely grateful to the 

Philadelphia Inquirer for the positive impression conveyed by the article. 

           

Kenneth Ross, Board President 
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Mission Statement   
Based on the belief that no one should suffer from hunger, the Lordõs Pantry 

exists to provide supplemental food assistance to eligible, low -income  
individuals and families in need. We deliver this service in conjunction with  

government food programs, through community donations and a network of 

committed volunteers, in a manner that places high value on respect and 

dignity. Recognizing that these Downingtown Area residents have other  

basic, unmet needs, we also strive to refer, and/or offer appropriate services 

to enhance their quality of life.  

Lordõs Pantry Announces Benefit Enrollment Assistance Program (BEAP) 
In April, the Pantry will begin a new program to assist our clients in applying for the social-  

service benefits available to them.  In partnership with The Benefit Bank, a non-profit       

organization based in Philadelphia, Pantry volunteers will conduct one-on-one interviews 

with   clients to apply on-line for benefits to help them meet their food, housing, and medical 

needs through state and local agencies. 

 

Even before the economic downturn, many found it difficult to keep their families afloat. 

With the price of health care, food and housing on a steady incline, and wages failing to keep 

up with the financial reality, there is a growing need for assistance. Even as the need expands, 

many are not receiving the benefits they are eligible for. Over 39 billion dollars in food 

stamps, medical benefits, child care assistance, and tax credits goes unclaimed each year.  

 

There are many reasons why eligible families are not receiving the help they need.            

Individuals are frequently unaware of programs that can help them or they misunderstand 

program guidelines.  Meeting with people where they live and work and providing a familiar, 

trusting environment, the Pantry is uniquely poised to reach people in need. 

       

Kevin Zeeger and Bill Seybold 

BEAP Program Coordinators 

òConnecting people who care, with people in needó 

               

You are cordially invited to the  

Lordõs Pantry Fourth Annual Whitford Silent Auction 

Whitford Country Club  

Saturday, April 17, 2010, 7:00 PM 

Appetizers, Pasta Bar, Carving Stations, Cash Bar  

Music provided by  òTapsó 

Auction items include golf trips, wine & spirit baskets,  

event tickets, sports memorabilia, exotic trips & much more  

$75 per personñ$500 for Table of 8 

Please consider corporate sponsorships 

  For further information contact  

  Lee Wallace 610-724-6314 or www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org  

Runners & Family of Runners:  an òArts & Athletesó 5k Race is being held to benefit the Lordõs Pantry on         

Saturday, May 15th.    The run to fight hunger is being sponsored by Blue Caf®õ in Downingtown and the Glenmoore 

Running Club.  Race starts at 4:00 PM, entry fee is $25 (includes t-shirt).  Blue Caf®õ is serving hors dõoeuvres after 

the race for all participants.  You can register at www.runtheday.com, click on   òRunnersó - òFind A Runó and 

scroll down to May 15th. 

Our Christmas in July distribution is in need of personal care items, cleaning supplies and paper products. 

The Back to School distribution in August needs large backpacks for middle and high school students.   If you would like to make 

a donation, please contact the Pantry. 

Save The Date:  October 16, 2010: The Lordõs Pantry will take part in our first annual Empty Bowl Project at Central          

Presbyterian Church, Downingtown.  The Empty Bowl Project is an event held around the country to raise funds to feed the     

hungry.  We need Bowl Makers.  This can be an ideal project for youth groups, scouts, Momõs night out or individuals.          

Potters create ceramic bowls and donate them to this fundraiser.  Bowls can be purchased and donated for $8.00 each      

(which includes glazing & firing), from Harmon Pottery (610-772-0433).  For further information call                               

Gretchen Englund at 610.458.9489,  e-mail jgenglund@aol.com, or Adam at adamstoltenberg@verizon.net.                                                                                                           

Detailed information will be posted on our website www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org,                                                                           

  We need verbal commitments for òbowl makersó by July 1st  
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